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Sliabh Liag Coast Landscape Character Area is a remote, iconic landscape containing the 

most westerly point in Donegal, on Rathlin O’Birne Island. This mountainous bog 

landscape boasts the highest sea cliffs in Europe on the southern edge of the Sliabh Liag 

Mountains; these dramatic sheer cliffs fall from a height of 600 metres into the Atlantic 

Ocean below. 

This upland landscape of mountainous bog and heath is punctuated by lakes, areas of 

bare rock, patches of commercial coniferous plantations, and the Owenwee river that 

drains from an upland area between Malin Beg and Sliabh Liag south east through a wide 

valley towards Teelin Bay. 

Lands around Malin Bay in the northwest of the LCA have a lower coastal edge that the 

rest of this LCA and include the large sheltered sandy beach at Malin Beg; accessibility to 

the sea coupled with better quality soil contributed to this area being settled from the 

earliest times.   

There is evidence of settlement within this area from the Bronze Age through to the 

arrival of Christianity to the present day, early Christian sites in this landscape include a 

monastery on Rathlin O’Birne island, and church remains on Sliabh Liag and Malin Beg. 

This area has strong religious and cultural linkages with Glencolmcille to the north. 

Most of the development in this area is concentrated at Malin More and Malin Beg in the 

north and at Teelin in the south with a dispersed pattern of residential development 

along the roads.    
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Landscape Character types 

 

Seascape Character Units 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover 

• This upland coastal landscape has an underlying geology of primarily schist and 

quartzite, visible in the distinctive quartzite sea cliffs of Sliabh Liag.  

Map/list Seascape units 

Seascape Units 14, 15 and 16 overlap within the Sliabh Liag Coast landscape character area. 

Key characteristics uses: Sliabh Liag bog and lake covered mountain range and sea cliffs and 

agricultural area in the north west and south, tourism, agricultural and forestry uses  and 

offshore island with lighthouse. 

 

Coastal edge: High vegetated cliff edges at Sliabh Liag, lower rocky edge and sandy beaches 

at Malin Beg and Malinmore. 

 

Visibility: High degree of visibility from certain view points within the seascape such as Sliabh 

Liag and Malin Beg, tourist boat trips to view the cliffs operate from this area. 

 

Special featuress significant buildings, landmarks, biodiversity and cultural features: 

Rathlin O’Birne and its lighthouse, White Strand at Malin Beg, archaeological complex in 

Malinbeg, walking trails in Sliabh Liag and signal towers.  
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• Rathlin O’ Birne Island sits 2km west of Malin Beg within this LCA, it has a flat 

felstone geology covered with light soil and grass and is unrelated to the adjoining 

geology on the mainland. This uninhabited island has an automated lighthouse on the 

west coast and the ruins of a monastery.  

• Three succinct agricultural areas sit on the fringe of this mountainous landscape of 

upland bog and lakes; these areas are also the location of the three settlements of 

Malin More and Malin Beg on the North West coast and Teelin in the southeast of this 

LCA.  

• Agricultural lands around Malin Beg and Malin More have an interesting strip field 

pattern, bound by ditch and stone walls 

• Picturesque curved sandy beach at Malin Beg sits at the foot of vegetated cliffs and is 

accessible by foot only.  

Settlements 

• Malin More, Malin Beg and Teelin are small rural coastal settlements situate on lower 

lying agricultural areas on the fringe this LCA.   

History, Culture and Heritage 

• Historic maritime focused culture in the settlements of Malin More, Malin Beg and 

Teelin. 

• Napoleonic signal towers on Malin Beg head and Carrigan Head are two of a series of 

defensive towers that by the British military in the early 1800s around the Irish 

coast. 

• Archaeological structures and sites are mainly clustered in the North West at Malin 

Beg and Malin Mor. There are a number of Recorded Monuments in this LCA including 

a series of bronze-age portal tombs. 

• The summit of Sliabh Liag was an early Christian monastic site and is the location of 

2 recorded monuments. 

• Important vernacular and imposed built heritage including 1 RPS structure and 5 

NIAH. 

• The Historic Landscape Characterisation report identifies bands of ‘Coastal upland 

and hard rock’, including high cliffs, ‘Semi open rough ground’, ‘Open upland rough 

ground’ and ‘Blanket bog’ Generic HLC-types with limited coastal settlement around 

Malin Bay within this LCA. 

Access and Recreation  

• The north of the area is accessed from the R263 and ends at the settlement of Malin 

Beg; a county road forks from this regional road at Malin More travelling south east 

through a natural valley before rejoining it on its southward route to Carrick.  Access 

to Carrigan Head and the viewing point for the Sliabh Liag Cliffs is via a county road 

from Teelin in the south. 

• The Wild Atlantic Way follows the route of the regional and county roads through this 

area and there is a signature point at Sliabh Liag and a discovery point at Malin Beg. 

• A number of walking and hiking routes through this area include ‘One Mans Pass’ and 

the ‘Pilgrims Route’ at Sliabh Liag.  

• Strong tourism and leisure industry focused on the landscape, seascape and their 

use. 

Biodiversity 

• Ecologically important landscape containing 0.6ha of Natura 2000 sites (SAC & SPA) 

and 2,916ha of pNHA sites. 

• Ecologically important bog lakes. 

• Exposed linear coastal field patterns to the north. 

• Rich fertile valleys to the south with patches of historic forestry. 
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• Forestry plantations on higher lands to the east of the landscape character area. 

Forces for change 

• Linear development along the rural road network to the south of the landscape 

character area adjacent Teelin. 

• Potential tourism development at Sliabh Liag.  

• Tourism signage. 

• Renewable energy development. 

• Afforestation.  

• Telecommunications and infrastructural development. 

• Coastal erosion. 

 

 

 

   

 


